Mrs. Killmore

Advanced Arts


Altered Book/ Collage Assignment

In its simplest form, an altered book is a type of artist’s book where an existing book is transforming in some way to create a new work. A bound book is utilized as the surface to create art by various means, including, but not limited to, collaging, painting, rubber stamping, tearing, folding, burning, cutting, sewing, drawing and coloring. An altered book is another format to showcase art. They are treasured pieces to be displayed and exhibited. 

Altered books are being created for many different reasons. Some artists do altered books as a conversation piece or to work through personal issues, as a journal or as a liberating way to express artistic talents. An altered book can be done to work through emotional issues or for many other personal reasons. There are books created to a theme or ones done to accent the original book’s story or illustrations.

One of the earliest forms of altering books was called palimpsest. During the medieval period it was common to reuse vellum and parchment for economic reasons by either rubbing out, scraping off or otherwise covering up the original text. Tom Phillips, creator of "A Humument" is generally credited with being the father of modern altered books. He purchased "A Human Document" at a thrift store for pennies and began altering the pages in 1966. Phillips, a British artist painted, typed upon, drew, or collaged on each page to leave clusters of the original printed text as new poetry.

How do you begin? Find something you are interested in. Some kind of theme, build on that idea.

Possible Treatments
	Glazing

Marbling

Serigraphy

Embossing

Mono-printing

Drawing


	Painting

Cutting

Transfers

Tearing

Glue in

Burning
	Printing

Foiling

Clay

Stamping

Typing

Etc.


How do I know if my collage is good enough? Look for the following;
· Repetition and variation of design

· Theme Birds of a feather flock together

· Put a pair of L’s on it

· Is there a focal point ?

· Composition – Radial, symmetrical, asymmetrical Use the rule of three’s 
Incorporated into the collage every page must have;

· one original drawing 

· A theme

· An image that reoccurs.

· A phrase or poem that reflects your theme.

Possible supplies 

· Paints: watercolors, acrylics, Jacquard brand translucent colors, artists' inks.

· Applicators: brushes, sponges, toothpicks.

· Pens: Pilot V Ball or other roller ball pen, paint pens, squeeze paints, archival markers, photo tinting markers, colored pencils.

· Papers and fabrics: card stock, tags, bingo cards, vellum, ticket stubs, newsprint, magazine clippings, stamps, fabric scraps, colored threads, ribbons.

· Scissors, hole punch, craft knife, cutting mat.

· Adhesives: UHU or Avery brand glue stick, white craft glue, mono-adhesive double-sided tape.

· Photos: instant camera photos, laser color or black-and-white copies, postcards, drawings.

· Embellishments: lace, hankies, charms, beads, alphabet beads, mini bottles, screen, grommets, tassels, wire, dried flowers, found objects
Step 1:  Select a theme. 
Select a few photos that are about your theme.   Photos must be clear, preferably in black and white or high contrast color, and large enough to photocopy.  Please!! No tiny images, blurred images, or low contrast photos. 
Your photos will be photocopied. You may use the same image more than once, repeat and change the scale of the image.  One or two really good images are much better than a lot of ordinary images. 
Step 2: Do a rough draft of your painting.  You must create a clear focus.  You must select a limited color scheme that illustrates the theme. For instance: if this has something to do with a dark or sad issue, use dark or muted color.
You must have a rough draft of the composition. 
Use narrative images in paint.  Include images that you paint or draw into the composition which tell a story and illustrate your theme.
Text can be used, but do not LABEL. Allow the viewer to figure out the theme and message from the images. 
Step 3:  Composition is very important to this assignment. Decide whether it will be symmetrical, a-symmetrical, or radial. Create a visual focus that leads the eye to the most important part of the painting.  Fill the space in an interesting way.  Mixed media means that you can use paint, photos, words, painted images and drawing. All sorts of drawing media can be used: colored pencil, pastel, oil pastel, charcoal, ink.   Even collaged things are allowed.

The photos must become part of the painting. By layering paint and doing many layers of transparent paint, you cause the photos to become part of a painting. The photos must look like they are floating up from the paint. All borders and cut edges must not be seen.  Allow the paint to go right onto the photos. Stain and paint the photos.  Just make sure you do not cause the photos to completely disappear.

Photocopy Transfer Process:
1. Select photographs that are clear and have good contrast. 

2. Photocopy the photograph (enlarge or reduce if necessary) 

3. Apply clear acrylic gloss medium to the surface of the canvas and to the surface of the photocopy to be transferred. 

4. Apply the photocopy to the canvas face down. 

5. Using a fairly heavy piece of cardboard, rub the surface from the middle of the image, out toward the edges. Excess medium will come out the edges. Press gently and remove all excess glue from surface of canvas. 

6. Rub the surface of the photocopy gently with fingers which have been slightly moistened with a little water. 

7. Wait for a few minutes - allow to dry. 

8. Test the transfer by gently lifting the paper on a corner.  If all of the ink is on the canvas it has transferred. If some of the ink is still lifting off onto the paper, stop and wait another few minutes and try again. 

9. Gently lift and peel the paper off the canvas.  A thin film of paper will remain on the canvas.  

10. Rub the surface gently with moistened fingers. The paper will begin to pill off. Continue rubbing until all of the paper film is removed and the only thing left on the surface is ink.  The surface
will feel smooth and there will be no white film remaining. 

11. You can choose to seal the surface with gloss medium, but it is not necessary.
 
Stand to work
When fingers get sore, an eraser will also work to remove paper from the surface.
I use the photocopied photos as a ground surface or under painting for a painting which will go on top.
Photocopies can be transferred onto almost any surface. 

Resources:
Close-up of "Racing Thoughts" http://www.artchive.com/artchive/J/johns/racing.jpg.html
See Pam Wellington's painting using these techniques More of Pam's paintings
