Basic Polymer Clay Techniques


The Skinner Blend has become one of the best tools we have for shading our work with Polymer Clay! It all started out with a very bright lady, Judith Skinner, who is responsible for discovering the Skinner Blend. To those of us who used to cut and mix and measure and cut and mix and measure, we consider her a bit of an angel for all the time she has given back to us for creating instead of mixing! 

This Skinner Blend is being done with two packages of PREMO. There are many different ways to use the Skinner Blend, and hopefully I will be cataloging them here as well, sometime down the road, but for now, this is a straight, "nothing fancy" SKINNER BLEND with two colors - one block of Premo Orange and one block of Premo Yellow! 

The Skinner Blend can be done with almost any amount of clay. After you learn the technique you can improvise and learn to work with less and less clay at one time! More tips, techniques and ideas for Skinner Blends will be added as I find time! 
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1. Partially condition two blocks of contrasting clay into equal squares. Setting #1 on the Pasta Machine. 
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2. Stack both sheets of clay on top of each other keeping the edges as even as possible. 
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3. Place a ruler or some type of straight edge device from corner to corner on the square. 
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4. Slice across the diagonal. 
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5. Seperate the cut slices.
NOTE: This technique can be done with only one of the A/B squares, if you don't need as much shaded clay. 
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6. Replace one "A" triangle with one "B" triangle. Do the same with the others. 
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7. Stack these two multi-colored squared on top of each other. A on top of A and B on top of B making sure the triangles are turned the same way. 
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8. Butt the center cuts together carefully to make sure they don't come apart in the Pasta Machine. Just give them a little squish. 
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9. Line up the slab of clay on your pasta machine, being very careful to keep it straight. If you have a motor, use it on low until you are very comfortable with this procedure. Setting #1 on the Pasta Machine. 
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10. Guide the clay out of the pasta machine and lay it flat on your workspace. 
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11. Fold the slab of clay in half bringing the bottom to the top. Maintaining the "A" side and the "B" side. 
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12. Do your best to make the corners meet at the top. And watch for trapped air in the fold, you want this fold to go into the pasta machine flay. 
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13. Flatten the crease at the bottom of the folded slab. If you don't flatten it, it can trap air and you might lose your straight edges. 
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14. Now, put the folded side back in the pasta machine again, being careful to keep it straight. Setting # 1 on the Pasta Machine./FONT> 
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15. Not much change yet, but you need to continue folding and creasing and putting it in the pasta machine for at least 20 more times. 
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16. 5 times through and there isn't much change Yet! 
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17. Don't forget to crease the fold to make sure your edges don't get discombobulated. 
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18. After 10 times through you can see more of the colors changing. 
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19. Just keep doing the same thing, keeping it as straight as possible. 
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20. After 15 times through it keeps getting more and more blended. Keep folding it carefully 
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21. After 20 times through we have a great blend. In some cases you might need to blend a little bit longer, but you will get the feel of it after you do it a couple times! 
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22. Now fold it in half again, but this time you want to compare the edges. 
	[image: image23.jpg]



23. Slice off any excess clay so that your edges are just about even. 
	At this point your Skinner Blend is complete, we will continue on the next page making this slab of clay into a Shaded Tube. 
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24. It doesn't have to be exact, but the closer they are the better your end product. 
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25. For the Shaded cane, we fold the slab into thirds, keeping the A and B sides together. 
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26. Keep this as even as possible, making sure there aren't any air bubbles trapped inside. 
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27. Line it up with the Pasta machine and put it through slowly, keeping it as straight as possible. Setting #1 on the Pasta Machine. 
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28. Guide it as it comes out, it will get longer, try not to let it fold over on itself. 
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29. Put it back through the pasta machine again at a smaller setting. Setting #3 or 4 on the Pasta Machine. 
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30.Depending on how much courage you have, you can put it through again. Setting # 5 or 6 on the Pasta Machine. Just be careful if you put this down, it's awful if it sticks to itself! 
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31. Lay it on the work surface carefulLEIGH. It's best if you have room to lay it out straight. 
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32. We are going to roll this strip up now, starting with the "A" color end. Slice the end of the strip so it has a smooth edge. 

	The next step is a little trick that I learned that seems to make things a little easier to me. Using the piece that I sliced off, I roll it into a log. You don't have to do it this way, it's just a little helper. 
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33.I use a piece of lucite to roll out the log. This makes the entire log solid and firm. 
	[image: image35.jpg]



34. Roll it out until it is the same width as the shaded strip of clay. 
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35. Lay the rolled log of clay on the end of the strip and gently lift the edges and meld it to the log. The more careful you are the less air bubbles will end up in the cane. 
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36. Once all of the edge is attached to the log, gently and slowly start rolling up the strip of clay around the log. 
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37.Smooth out the air bubbles as you go along. Don't rush the beginning of this roll. In most cases, the strip of clay is not exactly the same width, roll it up using one edge as a guide. 
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38. Continue rolling nad smoothing, rolling and smoothing, until all of the slab has been rolled up. 
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39. When the slab is all rolled up, cut the end straight. 
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40. The back side may be a little askew, but that is normal. 
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41. Now take a slice off the end... 
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42. And admire what a great job you did! 
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43. How about that??? Equal amounts of two different clays and you have a great blend. Once you try this, you will never go back to the old way again! 


Skinner Blend 1 
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