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English Language Arts   Grade 1

33 Benchmarks 

Writing

Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process

LA1.1.1  Uses prewriting strategies to plan 

· thinks first
· sketches  ideas

· rehearses

· telling across the pages

· telling across fingers
· discusses ideas with peers

LA1.1.2  Uses strategies to draft and revise 
· rereads

· rearranges words and sentences to improve sequence or clarify meaning

· varies sentence type

· adds descriptive words and details

· incorporates suggestions 
· sharpens the focus

· small moment stories

LA1.1.3  Uses strategies to edit and publish  

· proofreads using resources

· word wall

· personal dictionary

· edits for grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling at a developmentally appropriate level

· incorporates illustrations or photos

· uses available, appropriate technology to compose and publish work

· shares finished product

LA1.1.4  Evaluates writing 

· asks questions and makes comments about writing

· helps classmates apply grammatical and mechanical conventions

LA1.1.5  Uses strategies to organize writing
· includes a beginning, middle, and ending

· uses a sequence of events

· uses graphic organizers with assistance

LA1.1.6  Writes in a variety of forms or genres 

· picture books

· friendly letters

· stories

· poems

· information pieces

· invitations

· personal narratives

· messages

· responses to literature

Standard 2:  Uses style and voice in writing

LA1.2.1  Uses strategies to convey author’s personality
· word choice

· dialogue

· tell thoughts or feelings inside story

Standard 3: Uses grammar and mechanical conventions in written compositions

LA1.3.1  Uses standard handwriting conventions 

· forms letters in print

· uses capital and lowercase letters of the alphabet

· spaces words and sentences

· writes from left-to-right and top-to-bottom

LA1.3.2  Uses complete sentences 
LA1.3.3  Uses conventions of spelling 
· spells high frequency, commonly misspelled words from appropriate grade‑level list

· uses letter-sound relationships

· spells basic short vowel, long vowel, r-controlled, and consonant blend patterns

· uses word wall and other resources to spell words

· spells own first and last name

LA1.3.4  Uses conventions of capitalization and punctuation
· capitalize I
· no capital letters in the middle of words

· begin writing with a capital and end with punctuation

Standard 4:  Gathers and uses information for research purposes

 LA1.4.1  Generates questions about topics of personal interest
LA1.4.2  Uses a variety of sources to gather information

· books

· pictures

· charts

· videos
Reading

Standard 5:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process

LA1.5.1  Understands how print is organized and read
· identifies front and back covers, title page, author, and illustrator

· follows words from left-to-right and from top-to-bottom

· knows the significance of spaces between words

· knows the difference between letters, words, and sentences

· understands the use of capitalization and punctuation as text boundaries

LA1.5.2  Uses parts of a book to aid comprehension and make predictions about content 

· pictures

· picture captions

· title

· cover

· headings

· story structure
LA1.5.3  Uses basic elements of phonetic analysis and word strategies to decode unknown words

· common letter/sound relationships

· beginning and ending consonants

· vowel sounds

· blends

· word patterns

· syllables

· basic prefixes

· suffixes

· root words

· compound words

· spelling patterns

· contractions

· blend sounds to decode unfamiliar, but decodable, one syllable words

LA1.5.4  Uses basic elements of meaning and structural analysis to decode unknown words

LA1.5.5  Understands level-appropriate sight words and vocabulary 

· words for persons, places, things, actions

· high frequency words 
LA1.5.6  Uses self‑correction strategies 

· searches for cues

· identifies miscues

· rereads

· asks for help

LA1.5.7  Reads with fluency and expression

· rhythm

· flow

· intonation

· reads 71 words per minute

LA1.5.8  Demonstrates phonemic awareness

· counts the number of syllables in a word

· blends spoken sounds to form words, manipulating letters to represent each sound of most one syllable words

· segment spoken words into component sounds, manipulating letters to represent each sound of most one syllable words.

LA1.5.9  Selects books, tapes and poems on the basis of personal choice / interest or teacher selected 

               criteria

Standard 6:  Uses skills and strategies to understand and interpret literary texts

LA1.6.1  Uses knowledge of different genre to understand and interpret a variety of text
· fiction

· nonfiction

· poems

· nursery rhymes

· picture books

· predictable books
LA1.6.2  Identifies, compares and contrasts story elements in 2 or more stories


· setting,

· main characters

· main events

· sequence

· problems in stories

LA1.6.3  Uses comprehension strategies to understand and interpret literary texts
· making simple inferences
· relating story to personal experiences
· makes mental images

· knows the main idea or theme of a story

· author study – schema

· determine importance

· explain why two different characters view events  differently

· distinguish between what is real and imaginary

· compare and contrast two different versions of the same story

Standard 7:  Uses skills and strategies to understand and interpret informational texts

LA1.7.1  Uses reading skills and strategies to understand a variety of informational texts

· relates new information to prior experience and knowledge
· retells in own words
· summarizes information found in texts 

· retells in own words

· identifies main idea

Listening and Speaking

Standard 8:  Uses listening and speaking strategies for different audiences and purposes
LA1.8.1  Contributes to group discussions 

· recounts personal experiences

· reports on ideas and personal knowledge about a topic

· initiates conversations

· connects ideas and experiences with those of others

· expresses opinions and judgments

· asks questions to clarify topic, directions and /or classroom routines

· responds to questions

· shares information using appropriate visual aids (toys, puppets and pictures) to illustrate  concept or word

LA1.8.2  Follows rules of conversation

· takes turns

· raises hand to speak

· stays on topic

· focuses attention on speaker

· understands and responds to oral directions

· understands, asks and responds to questions
· Uses appropriate voice level, phrasing, and intonation for different situations

· Recognizes the vocabulary of social communication (ex.-language of greetings and closings

LA1.8.3  Uses developmentally appropriate vocabulary in speech 

· number words

· words that describe people, places, things, events, shape, color, size, location, actions

· synonyms, antonyms

· homonyms

· word analogies

· common figures of speech
LA1.8.4  Recites and responds to familiar stories, poems, and rhymes
· retells in sequence

· relates information to own life

· describes character

· setting

· plot

· dramatize or retell stories using props

· express feelings about works of fiction and poetry

· express the mood or emotion of a story by using a variety of words

LA1.8.5  Listens and responds to a variety of media and teacher-directed lessons
· fiction and non-fiction
· audiotapes

· videos

· computers
· directions

· take notes to record facts, with assistance

Viewing and Media

Standard 9:  Uses viewing skills and strategies to understand and interpret visual media

LA 1.9.1  Understands the similarities and differences between real life and life depicted in visual media 

· compares own family to families represented in television cartoons or films

· knows that there is a difference between the character in a program and the actor 
Standard 10:   Understands the characteristics and components of the media

LA 1.10.1  Knows that there are various types and parts of media

· news programs




