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Writing

Standard 1:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the writing process

LA6.1.1  Uses a variety of prewriting strategies to plan and organize writing 

· Uses strategies, such a note taking, webbing, outlining or mapping to plan and organize writing.
LA6.1.2  Uses a variety of strategies to draft and revise written work 

· clarifies meaning

· makes needed changes
· uses an organizational scheme
· checks for a consistent point of view and for transitions between paragraphs
· uses direct feedback to revise compositions
LA6.1.3  Uses a variety of strategies to edit and publish written work 

· eliminates slang

· edits for grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling 

· proofreads using a variety of sources

· edits for clarity, word choice, and language usage

· uses a word processor or other technology to publish written work

· uses legible print and / or cursive writing

LA6.1.4  Evaluates own and other’s writing

· applies criteria generated by self and others

· uses self-assessment to set and achieve goals as a writer

· reviews writing with teacher and peers
LA6.1.5  Engages in a variety of writing activities, both student and teacher initiated
· expository (informational writing)

· states a thesis or purpose

· presents information that reflects knowledge about the topic of the report

· organizes and presents information in a logical manner, including an  

      introduction and conclusion

· uses compare-contrast or problem-solution

· states a main idea and supports it with details and examples

· adopt an organizational format, such as chronological order, that is appropriate to informational writing
· narrative (original literary texts)
· establishes a situation, plot, characters, point of view, setting, conflict, and resolution

· creates a sequenced plot line
· uses examples of literary devices, such as rhythm, rhyme, simile, personification

· establishes a consistent point of view 9first or third person)
· autobiographical 

· explores personal events

· presents details in a logical manner

· persuasive

· develops an idea that conveys a judgment

· arranges details, reasons, examples, and/or anecdotes persuasively; excludes information and arguments that are irrelevant

· supports arguments with detailed evidence, citing sources of information as appropriate

· response to literature 

· responds to significant issues in a log or journal

· answers discussion questions

· uses information and ideas from other subject areas and personal experiences to form and express opinions and judgments

· expresses opinions and supports them with specific references to text

· writes a summary of a book/text including plot, characters and how they change and the importance of setting
· arranges information in chronological, logical, or sequential order

· conveys main ideas, critical details, and underlying meaning

· preserves author’s perspective and voice

· connects knowledge from a text with personal knowledge

· draws inferences and conclusions
· connects response tot ext to personal experiences

· business letters and letters of request and response 

· uses business letter format

· states purpose of the letter

· relates opinions, problems, requests, or compliments

Standard 2: Uses the stylistic and voice in writing

LA6.2.1  Uses descriptive language that enhances ideas

· establishes tone and mood

· uses figurative language

· uses sensory images 

· uses a thesaurus 

LA6.2.2  Uses paragraph form in writing

· arranges sentences in order

· uses supporting and follow‑up sentences

· establishes coherence within and among paragraphs

LA6.2.3  Uses a variety of sentence structures to expand and embed ideas

· simple, compound and complex sentences

· parallel structure, such as a series

LA6.2.4  Develops a personal voice that enables the reader to get to know the author

Standard 3:  Uses grammatical and mechanical conventions in written compositions

LA6.3.1  Uses simple and compound sentences in written compositions

LA6.3.2  Uses parts of speech

· pronouns 

· nouns 

· forms possessives of nouns

· forms irregular plural nouns

· plurals, common, proper, compound

· verbs 

· uses linking and auxiliary verbs

· correct forms of regular and irregular verbs

· adjectives 

· adverbs 

LA6.3.3  Uses conventions of spelling  

· spells high frequency, commonly misspelled words from appropriate grade‑level list

· uses a dictionary, thesaurus and other resources to spell words

· uses common prefixes and suffixes
· uses word structure knowledge such as roots (Greek and Latin) to determine word meaning 

· applies rules for irregular structural changes

LA6.3.4 Uses forms of punctuation and capitalization

· titles (books, stories, poems, magazines, newspapers, songs)

· proper adjectives

· uses commas around appositives 

· uses hyphens to divide words between syllables at the end of a line

· uses apostrophes with possessives

· uses correct punctuation with dialoque

Standard 4:  Gathers and uses information for research purposes

LA6.4.1  Uses a variety of appropriate resource materials to gather information for research topics

· locate and use school and public library resources to acquire information
LA6.4.2  Gathers and organizes information and ideas from multiple sources in systematic ways

· time lines
· take notes to record and organize relevant data, facts and ideas

· identifies essential details for note taking

· graphic organizers

· skim material to gain an overview of content or locate specific features

· identify missing or irrelevant information

· compare and contrast information about one topic from multiple sources

· apply thinking skills, such as classify and infer, to interpret data, facts and ideas

· condense, combine or categorize new information from one or more sources, with assistance
LA6.4.3  Uses at least three sources of information to develop reports
· separates information into major components based on a set of criteria

· examines critical relationships between and among elements of a research topic

· addresses different perspectives on a topic

· achieves balance between research information and original ideas

· integrates a variety of information into a whole

· draws conclusions

LA6.4.4  Uses appropriate methods to cite and document reference sources

· bibliography

 Reading

Standard 5:  Uses the general skills and strategies of the reading process

LA6.5.1  Uses reading strategies

· establishes and adjusts purposes for reading 

· to understand, interpret, enjoy, solve problems, predict outcomes, answer a specific question, form an opinion, skim for facts

· to discover models for own writing

· uses specific strategies to clear up confusing parts of a text
· employs self-monitoring strategies and engages in self-correcting

· uses prior knowledge to support comprehension, from making predictions to drawing conclusions

· presents clear analysis, using examples, details and reasons from text, with assistance

· explains connections between and among texts to extend the meaning of texts

· compare and contrast literary elements in more than one genre, with assistance

· uses comprehension strategies such as summarizing, forming questions, visualizing and making connections

LA6.5.2  Reflects on what has been learned after reading and formulates ideas, opinions, and 

               personal responses to texts

· uses a variety of strategies to extend reading vocabulary

· uses definition, restatement, example, comparison and contrast to verify word meanings

· knows vocabulary related to different content areas and current events

· pauses

· rereads the text

· consults another source

· represents abstract information as mental pictures

· draws upon background knowledge

· asks for help

· reads grade level texts and answers literal, inferential and analytic questions

· draws conclusions and makes inferences on the basis of implied and explicit information, with assistance

Standard 6:  Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of literary texts

LA6.6.1  Knows the defining characteristics of a variety of literary forms and genres 

· fiction

· nonfiction

· myths

· poems

· biographies
· notes and describes aspects of the writer’s craft and explains the role the crafting plays in helping the reader comprehend the text
· identifies poetic elements, such as rhythm, rhyme and repetition in order to interpret poetry

LA6.6.2  Understands elements of plot development 

· cause-and-effect relationships

· development of conflict and resolution

LA6.6.3  Understands elements of character development

· character traits and motivations

· stereotypes

· relationships between character and plot development

· development and change of characters through their words, speech patterns, thoughts, actions, narrator’s description, and interaction with other characters

LA6.6.4  Makes inferences and draws conclusions about story elements 

· main and subordinate characters

· events

· setting

· theme

LA6.6.5  Understands the use of specific literary devices to convey mood, images, and meaning
· foreshadowing, personification
· dialect

· figurative language such as similes, metaphors, personification

LA6.6.6  Understands point of view in a literary text 

· first and third person

· omniscient narrator

LA6.6.7 Understands themes in literary works
· state or summarize a main idea and support it with relevant details from the text

Standard 7:  Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and interpret a variety of 

                       informational texts

LA6.7.1  Uses reading skills and strategies to understand a variety of informational texts

· textbooks

· letters

· diaries

· directions

· procedures

· primary source historical documents

· news stories

· draws conclusions and makes inferences based on explicit and implicit information in text

· differentiates between fact, opinion and exaggeration in informational texts

· evaluates information, ideas, opinions and themes by identifying a central idea and supporting details, precise and vague language and missing or unclear information

· uses established and personal criteria to analyze and evaluate the quality of ideas and information in texts

· recognizes how one’s own point of view contributes to forming an opinion about information and ideas

· evaluate, with assistance, the validity and accuracy of information, ideas, themes, opinions and experiences by identifying conflicting information and considering the background of the author

Listening and Speaking

Standard 8:  Uses listening and speaking strategies for different purposes

LA6.8.1 Plays a variety of roles in group discussions 

· active listener

· discussion leader

· facilitator

· asks questions to seek elaboration and clarification of ideas

LA6.8.2 Uses strategies to enhance listening comprehension

· takes notes, organizes, summarizes and paraphrases spoken ideas and 

details

listens attentively for different purposes, both student and teacher determined

LA6.8.3  Uses speaking skills

· level-appropriate vocabulary in speech

· read aloud from a variety of genres, including plays and poems

· use intonation and inflection appropriate to text read
· oral presentations to the class of 5 – 7 minutes
· uses notes, outlines and visual aids 

· uses organizational pattern that includes introduction, body, transitions, conclusion

· point of view

· uses evidence and arguments to support opinions

· uses visual media

· verbal and nonverbal techniques for oral presentations 

· grammar

· volume

· eye contact

· posture

· expression and pace
Media

Standard 9:  Uses viewing skills and strategies to understand and interpret visual media

LA6.9.1  Understands a variety of messages conveyed by visual media

· main concept

· details

· themes or lessons

· viewpoints

Standard 10:  Understands the characteristics and components of the media

LA6.10.1  Understands the different purposes of various media 

· to provide entertainment or information

· to persuade

· to transmit culture

· to focus attention on an issue




