Library and Information Benchmarks

What do we learn at Library?

Introduction


These benchmarks are intended to be a guideline for the School Library Media Specialist and classroom teachers as they collaborate to meet NYS Learning Standards, Big6 Information Skills, as well as the American Association of School Librarians Information Literacy Standards for Student Learning(AASL).


The benchmarks indicate what skills will be covered at each grade level.  The skill will be introduced, reinforced, and mastered at various levels within the K-6 (Elementary) experience.

The benchmarks included in this document will be included within the Library Community, Literacy Connection, Information Zone and World Community.

Acronyms Used

ELA – English Language Arts

SS – Social Studies

Fifth Grade
Learner Outcomes-

Students will:
1. Library Community

· Identify the School and Public Libraries as a source of Information and materials.  
ELA 1,4  / SS 5 / AASL 4,7

· Locate materials within the library:  Everybody Books and Nonfiction books, magazines, computers, reference items (independently or with minimal help).  ELA 1,4 / SS 5 /AASL 4,7
· Demonstrate proper handling of library materials while in their possession, and return materials in a timely manner.  ELA 1,4 / SS 5 /AASL 1,7
· Seek the Library Staff for assistance with information needs.  AASL 1,9 
· Listen and view respectfully without interrupting, respond to questions and initiate discussions.  ELA 1,4 / AASL 5,9
2. Literacy Connection
· Compare, contrast and evaluate both fiction and nonfiction materials. ELS 2,3 / AASL 1,2
· Listen to various forms of literature as well as informational texts as shared by the LMS and experience each with independent reading selections. ELA 1,2 /  SS 1,2,3  /AASL 5
· Locate useful information on various parts of a book: cover, spine, title, author, illus., and publisher.  ELA 1,2,3 / AASL 1
· Listen responsively, identify characters, setting, problem, solution.  ELA – 1,2,3 / AASL 1
· Respond to various comprehension questions and respond verbally or in writing.   They will:  recall events and sequence from a story, make predictions and draw inferences using information within the text. This will be done with note taking, diagramming, etc.  ELA 1,2,3 / SS 1,2 / AASL 2,3,5
· ****Identify various examples of when an author has demonstrated one of the 6+1 Traits of writing.  LMS will continually expose students to a variety of examples of these characteristics within literature.
3.  Information Zone

· Understand that library materials have certain places in which they must be housed within the library, understanding the basics of the classification system.   ELA 1 / AASL 1
· Locate materials in the library (possibly with using the online library catalog) using the call number.  This is done primarily independently.

ELA 1 /AASL 1,3

· Initiate visits to the library on an as needed basis.  They will be responsible for moving forward with their independent reading choices.
· Utilize the library reference materials to assist with research based tasks, and basic information needs (dictionaries, encyclopedias, thesauri, atlases)  ELA 1 / AASL 1,3
· Locate information by title, author, subject, series, etc. using automated catalog.  
      ELA 1 /AASL 1,7 
· Identify and use a variety of sources of information to solve information problems independently. “Where can I get more information about my topic?”  ELA 1,3  /AASL 1,2,4,6
· Discriminate and evaluate among a variety of information sources: the comprehensiveness, usefulness, authority, credibility of a source.  ELA 1 / AASL 1,2,4,6
· Understand that using web pages as a source of information takes much evaluation prior to using and pulling information.  Integrate this with media literacy.
· Selecting information to be used with note taking, paraphrasing and summarizing.  

ELA 1,3 / AASL 2,3,6,8
· Cite a source (book, magazine, webpage) using the Title, author, publisher, date of publication, page(s) used.      ELA 1 / SS 5 /  AASL 8
4.  World Community  
· Students are reminded of the district’s Acceptable Use Policy.  Understand what it means to use the internet appropriately.  Understand that there are consequences for those who do not.  ELA 1 / AASL 8 / SS 5
· Access pre-evaluated, bookmarked (by LMS and classroom teacher) web sites as a source of information.    ELA 1,2,3 /AASL 1,2,3,6
· Students will continue practicing using a variety of search engines to locate information on a topic of interest.  They will use all criteria previously taught for Evaluating Web Sites: Can I read it and understand it?  Is the information valid?  Who is the author? Etc. (as modeled by the LMS)  
ELA 1,3 /AASL 1,2,7 and  ELA 1,2,3 / AASL 1,2,3,6
· Students will use a variety of available electronic resources, identifying when each may be useful, depending upon the information needed.  
ELA 1,2 / AASL 1,2,3
· Continue using a variety of software or multimedia resources to share and present their work.  (Produce presentations to share their products!)  ELA 1,3 / AASL 3,6,9
