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EIGHTH-GRADE STUDENTS at Tully Junior-Senior High School participate in a recycle project as they go from classroom to classroom

gathering papers and plastic bottles from the blue bins. Taking part are (from left) Dustin Draper (in doorway), Morgan Verrillo, Allison
Kerr, Grace Brill and Ashley Evans.
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Residents of Tully leam ways fo ‘lve green’
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" What: “Growing Tully Green The next
'steps to protecting our environment”’

‘When: April 23. Displays open for
' review at 6 p.m.; panel dlscussmn

1 begins at 7 p.m. {

Where. Tully Jumor/Semor ngh

School Auditorium, 5848 Route 80,

Tully

Cost. Free

learn more Call 6966204. or go
to hftpllgrowtullygreen blogspot com

TWELFTH-GRADER Amanda Watkins and 11th-grader Samantha Edinger drill holes in a section of the windmill tail assembly as part
of an environmental science class last week at Tully Junior-Senior High School.

Details: This panel discussion
and informational event is

intended to offer attendees
" real ways to engage in i 3
environmental conservation
- and “live green.”
- Informational dlsplays open at

6 p.m. and the panel
dlscqssmn moderated by
Chanpel 9 Me’teorologlst Dave
Elchorn begins at 7 p.m.

David Lassman / Staff photographer

Town hopes
environmental
panel will
inspire change

o

By Dyana Smolen
Contributing writer

Last October, Tully residents
got a primer on climate change
courtesy of their neighbor,
WSYR-TV (Channel 9) meteor-
ologist Dave Eichorn.

After the presentation, Tully
resident and IBM employee Me-
lissa O’Mara had an idea and
shared it with Tully Central
School District Superintendent
Kraig Pritts.

~’“1 said I really think people
d alittle bit more,”” O’Mara
““We need to provide them
thh hope that there are good
things already happemng locall
and more broadly in the world.”

That conversation sparked an
idea for a follow-up, one that of:
fered attendees real examples of
how to engage in environmental
conservation.

The result is ‘‘Growing Tully
Green: The next steps to protect:
ing our environment,’’ a panel
discussion that brings together
representatives from local indus:
try, government, education and
local youth to discuss how peo-
ple and organizations can have a
positive impact on the environ-
ment.

‘“The data that Dave Eichorn’
presented last October was hard
to argue, quite frankly,”” Pritts
said. ‘‘Data is data. He wasn’t
sensationalizing. He was pres-
enting facts. We’ve just decided
to demonstrate to people what’s
going on and things that they cai
do.”

Prior to the panel discussion,
which will be held at Tully Jun-
ior-Senior High School, local
students, businesses and organi-
zations will erect displays that
convey ‘‘greener work practices
and lifestyles.”’

The displays can be viewed
before and after the April 23
panel discussion, which takes
place inside the school auditori-
um at 7 p.m. and will be moder-
ated by Eichorn.

Jillian Kublick, a senior at
Tully High School, was asked b
Pritts to participate in the Grow-
ing Tully Green panel.

Making a positive impact on
the environment is nothing new
to Kublick, who last year initiat-
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f eg arecycling program at the
| high school.

~ “Last year, I had brought up
the issue of recycling at our
school to Mr. Pritts and (high
100l principal) Mr. (Peter)
damone,’’ Kublick said.
‘Now each room in the high

<

'| school has two recycling bins,

ne for paper and one for plastic
nd the junior high environ-

ental club picks them up ev-

Ly
Kublick said she was inspired
to do something because she was
hearing a lot about global warm-
ing in the news and in her class-
€s.

“‘In one of our economics
classes, I learned that plastic bot-
tles weren’t being properly re-
cycled and were building up in
landfills,”’ she said. ‘I got a few
friends together and talked with
M. Pritts and Mr. Cardamone.’’

Kublick’s recycling ideas led
to the creation of a high school
environmental club. This year
members have been planting
trees and have begun con-

structing windmills. Approxi-

mately five feet in height. the

I (left) and Morgan Foster,
| work on a windmill in environmental sqe‘@g class.

-

windmills will be installed on
school grounds and, Kublick
hopes, will save energy.

““It’s a really good opportuni-
ty for our students,’’ she said.
‘‘By building these windmills it
shows our generation can make
changes for the future. It's some-
thing you see. It’s tangible. We
can really feel like we’re making
a difference.””

It’s this kind of environmental
innovation and action that IBM’s
O’Mara wants to see more of in
the Tully community. She said
she especially wants to see indi-
viduals encourage their employ-
ers to jump on the green band-
wagon.

‘‘My personal goal is that
they’ll consider ways to make a
difference in their work, not just
in their home,’’ O’Mara said.
‘“We can have an even bigger
impact if we look at our busi-
ness’ carbon footprint. Corpora-
tions can make a difference.”’

O’Mara wants people — indi-
viduals and business leaders
alike — to come away from the
forum knowing they can be part
of the global warming solution.

*“The debate on whether or
not humans are causing climate

'Schools, businesses, community
Join Tully environmental effort

change is largely over,”’ she
said. ‘‘Now is the time to get off
the sidelines and find a place on
the playing field. We all have a
role to play, and there is much
we can do now, no matter where
we live, work, or shop.”’

Growing Tully Green marks
the fourth forum sponsored by
the school district in the 2%
years Pritts has been superinten-
dent. Previous forums have fo-
cused on school security, the sex
offender registry, and climate
change. ‘

““We don’t create forums just
to create them,’’ Pritts said.
““Whenever issues come up we
address them. I think in a com-
munity this size, people look to
the school, as well as the munici-
pality, for leadership.”

The main goal of any of the
district’s forums, including the
upcoming panel discussion, he
said, is to educate.

‘“We’re not here to make
money from this. We’re not sell-
ing anything,”’ Pritts said.
““We’re here to give people
ideas and educate them. I believe
this community has grasped onto
this Concept and we have are-
sponsibility to educate and share
and inform.” g
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both 12th-graders at Tully Junior-Senior High School,



