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Summer Reading

English 11

2011-2012
Regents: Choose TWO from the list below.
You will use these novels to complete a writing assignment during the second week of school. Even though you are not in the Honors class, I strongly suggest you take notes as suggested in the Honors response journal assignment. You can use these notes to help you with this assignment! Your notes MUST be hand-written; typed notes cannot be used during the writing assignment.
This Boy’s Life by Tobias Wolff *
Time Machine by H.G. Wells
Little Brother  by Cory Doctorow*

Catch 22 by Joseph Heller
As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner*
Into Thin Air by Jon Krakauer

Because it is Bitter, and Because it is My Heart—Joyce Carol Oates*
We Were the Mulvaneys—Joyce Carol Oates

The Bell Jar—Sylvia Plath*
Beloved—Toni Morrison*

A Yellow Raft in Blue Water—Michael Dorris*

13 Reasons Why--Jay Asher*
Black Boy--Richard Wright*

Honors:  Choose THREE of the starred (*) novels.
Assessment:

--You will choose one of the three books you are required to read as the book you will use to complete the response journal.  Complete the journal according to the format provided.  This journal will be due on the FIRST day of class, and it must be typed.


--The other two books you choose to read will be used on the written assessment that you will complete during the second week of school. The book you use for your response journal may not be used for this assessment. Any notes you take for these two books will not be graded. You may use these notes to help you on the written assessment as long as they are hand-written. Type-written notes cannot be used.

11th Grade Summer Reading Response

Honors** Journal Writing Guide

Incoming eleventh grade Honors English students are expected to write their reflections and reactions in journal form while reading one of their summer selections. The journal assignment will be due on the first day of school. The journal writing assignment will be counted as a grade. Thorough, thoughtful, and reflective responses to the following prompts are to be provided in the journal. Typed work is expected. In order to earn the highest grade, students

should complete all of the following requirements carefully and completely:

1. Identify the book's title, author's name, copyright date, and number of pages. Italicize the title.

2. In paragraphs, give a brief summary of the plot, including the beginning, the middle, and the end. Follow the “plot mountain” format you learned in English 9.

3. Explain the significance of the title. Authors rarely choose a title randomly. Dig for metaphorical meaning. The title may be symbolic or it may be representative of some specific incident in the book. In any case, consider carefully the significance of the title and explain your thinking.

4. Make a list of the main characters and list five adjectives to describe each one. Describe your first impressions of the protagonist. Describe your first impressions of the antagonist. Cite at least three text examples that support your responses using PAGE NUMBERS.

5. Describe how the protagonist and antagonist change or remain the same throughout the story. 

6. Cite (that is, quote word for word using quotation marks and citations) and note the page number of TWO special passages from the book that you think are important or worth rereading. (Maybe they explain something about the character, or perhaps they describe a very special event, or perhaps they hold a certain resonance or connection with you, the reader.) You must explain why you chose this passage. Dig deep for a connection here.

7. To highlight the significance of this book, write an insightful response to each of the following:

A. What life lessons have you learned (or have been reinforced) from reading this book?

B. Analyze the book on its literary merit. Academically speaking, what can a student of literature learn about style, figurative language, literary devices, plot, character, setting, flashback, flash-forward, etc. from this book? Choose at least THREE literary devices to discuss.
C. What did you dislike the most about this book? Explain using details and examples from the selection.

**Regents students will benefit from doing this exercise, too. Remember: The notes you take about the books can be used to help you on the writing assignment!  The only difference is your notes MUST be hand-written!
