ENG 103/Eng 104 Reading List – Summer 2010

First, read everything you can get your hands on. If you’re not reaching for extra stuff, you’re not reading enough. For our purposes, select at least two books from each of the following columns. There are a thousand great books. Tell you what; read one you think I haven’t read.
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	Lucky by Alice Sebold: A difficult but powerful memoir of a young woman’s brutal assault and survival.

The Lemon Tree by Sandy Tolan: Twenty years after fleeing their home, a Palestinian family returns to find a Jewish family living in it. True story.

Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison: Perhaps the richest American novel ever. For advanced readers, a story inside being black in America.

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance by Robert Pirsig: A trip through the country and the question of what’s important.
The World Without Us by Alan Weisman: An examination of what the world might look like after humanity disappears.
The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down by Anne Fadiman: A Hmong girl’s family, disease, culture, and doctors collide. 

The Hero with a Thousand Faces by Joseph Campbell: All of our best stories are connected, Campbell examines how and why. 

The Year of Magical Thinking by Joan Didion: Sad, beautifully written story of a couple at and after the end.

1984 by George Orwell: The classic dystopian novel about totalitarianism and its effects on human behavior.
The Ragman’s Son by Kirk Douglas: A little name-dropping, but overall a candid autobiography with an authentic voice. 
Any Shakespeare Play, in his language. The struggle will be worth it.

A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson: You don’t know enough; this is a painless way to work on that problem.


	Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin: A transformative answer to, “ what can I do, I’m just a regular person?”

A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy Toole: Ignatius is a fascinating character, and this is a hilarious book.

Charming Billy by Alice McDermott: Billy Lynch is damaged but delightful. How we make our own, inevitable (?) tragedies. 

Sophie’s World by Jostein Gaarder: Vivid introduction into the variety and history of philosophy. 

East, West by Salman Rushdie: A collection of stories that highlight how culture interferes with human relationships. Short, but deep.

Brave New World by Aldous Huxley: Our future after genetic/social engineering. 

Ecology of Fear by Mike Davis: Los Angeles is a fragile city, especially as far as environmental conditions are concerned.
Bait and Switch by Barbara Ehrenreich: Questions whether the middle class is someplace anyone wants to be, and how tough it is to stay.

An Anthropologist on Mars by Oliver Sachs: A handful of case studies in brain abnormality and the adaptations the people have made. 

Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell: How those without tradition, power and wealth can succeed by other means, such as creativity and hard work.

Eat, Pray, Love  by Elizabeth Gilbert: A woman wrecks her life, and then takes a journey to repair it. A frank examination of priorities, Good timing.


	*These will be discussed at Tully Free Library. To participate, please email me at wralbovsky@tully.k12.ny.us. 


 Assignment

There’s something for everyone. Please read with the intention of being prepared to discuss the following three topics, either in person or on paper:

•Narrator’s point of view. What is the writer trying to make us think of feel? How is this being accomplished?

•Metaphor and symbol. Do images, persons or ideas represent images persons or ideas larger than themselves? How?

•The impact of the events on identity. How do those involved maintain or establish their identities? In every one of these works, people struggle to discover and articulate who they are. What makes something so simple so difficult?

Please also acquire and read

The Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger and/or

Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain and/or
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
Topic: You are about to embark, perhaps next year, on the independent pursuit of your dreams. 
Where did they come from? 
Whose dreams are they really? 
What would you be willing to do to realize them? 
How will you know you’ve “arrived”?
We’ll examine these questions in the context of the novel, 

and some of the symbols and techniques 

Twain, Salinger and Steinbeck used to create these works.
For those who have trouble keeping up during the year and wish to get ahead, our planned regular reading includes the following longer works: 

	Puddin’head Wilson, Mark Twain
The Elephant Man, Bernard 
PomerancePygamalion, GB Shaw 
An Enemy of the People and A Doll’s House, Henrik Ibsen
	Beowulf
The Hot Zone, Richard Preston

Macbeth, William Shakespeare 
The Canterbury Tales, Geoffrey Chaucer


The Little Prince, St Exupery

	Archy and Mehitabel, Don Marquis
Death of a Salesman, Miller
Inferno, Dante
The Shipping News, Proulx
Frankenstein, Mary Shelley


