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The purpese of this study was to research the development of the rural

school system im Tvlly, New York in relation to the centralization of the

aistrict, i

Significance

The Tully Central School System was chosen for examination because of
its definite evolution from rural educaticn te centralization, According

te Edgar W, Knight in his beek, Education in the United States, the task eof

equalizing educational opportunity in the remotely rural areas of the U.S.
has beconme increasingly difficult, He also believes that im studying the
systems of the past we can avoid repeated mistakes in the future,
Limitations

This study was limited to the aheve menticned school area and its de-
velepment in relation to buildings; teachers, and locatiems, The researchen
developed the study from the original school house (1801) te the new existing

central school huilding,
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CHAPTER I

‘Definitions

Due to the repeated referencs of numercue definable words,; the re-
searcher found it necessary to devote a section of this ssudy to an explana-
tion of rural education, district system, and centralization. Once definsd

it shovld be understood by the reader that the preceding words will be re-

Rural Education

As used in this study, rural education rafers to the educatien of people
living in a rurel enviromment. Its characteristics can be identified by a
j ’f:l:ativaly low density of population and evidence that the rural pecpls are
primarily engaged in farming, in extracting natural resources and in process-
irg rsscurces of natural surroundings.

Dstrict

When referred to in this study, distriet will entail one rural school,
The study deals with research concerring twenty-three of these above men-
tioned districts,

System

In using the werd system, the researcher differentiates it from district
in that a system in this study refers to the organization of all the
districts.

Centralization

Centralization is technically defined as the practice of unifying ai?
ministration and supervision under fewer organizations, Imn this study the
researcher refers to it as a unification of the Tully School System anneiing

three Otlsce Schools in one school building and feur rural achoolhouses.‘

ferred to throughout the study, using thecontent in the definitions te follow,




The organization of this study was pursued by the researcher threugh
ersonal interviews, with Miss Cecilia Murphy and the town historiam, Mrs,
Leno, Hoag, along with data and historical rescords obtained by those inter-
viewed, Due te the lack of mamy specific records, the ressarcher relied

greatly on the memories of these peeple who were living curing the changes,
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CHAPTER I3
R4 of the Cemmumi

Tully is situated im the hears of a progperens farming section, sighteca
wiles free Syresuse, Wew York: ond fifteem miles merth of Cortland, New York,
Routo 11 riseo sbove the derricks end selt wells of Tully Valley end drops
inte the Tisugheiege Valley. Pields of hay, coFm, petstess amd cebbage,
gresa posture laads with herde ef Helstaim catile, emd farm houses ars basked
by hille that ferm the divide betweem the water sheds ef the 8%, Lewrense and
Susquehanna rivers. This resd was built em one of the traile follewed by the
Sullivem=Clintem Expeditiom,

Leoking bask at the ssourisg &f this toawm the repsarsher found thal ia
1790 the Tully tevmship was wumber fourtesn in the Militemy Tractd dram by
celdiors of tho Rovelutiemary War 2o beuzmdy lands fe servics is the Ceme
tivental Army, It was wamod Marows Pulliws (Clesers). Thus frem this ovelwed
the nams Tully,

In 1790, lev Bagiend plemsers, many of whem hed sorved with Bullivam and
Clinten, treveled vestuord ie covared wagems. Thay twrmod osuth at Lafeyette,
New York amd opected csbins alemg the tralls, Phineas Houdorsea, ems &f the
firot settlers cmme oarly 4n 1796 with his wife eed 1itte girl, Rachel, owe
cow, and semd provisieas by beat up the Susquehemmy River te Biagheamtem,

Now Yosk, wp the Chomamge, them the Tieughaiegs te Pert Wetesm, near Cortlssd,
Wov York, walkiug the rest of the way, :

The first asttler was Devid Owsmy, v came im 1795 and built the ﬂm
leg aabin in Pully, These early piemeers feund heavy forests sf hemlock,
boach, upl.o end ash, Their first hemes wers rude leg eadias, with ouu
papar fur windows and bloniots for deers, They had frequend visits frea the
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 daughter, mn !u-r tnp-m- in nsf the ressarohor fownd infornstics se-

m &3 mnm -l lﬂy Y._lﬂ-d___ clork B-iutin ¥as necessary

A &%f‘){ I
Onpadega I-élm. ahno l!-u m u th nnq tort.h of Tully, The timber
vas cleared m ul sonverted 1!“ m and adnu. The latter was
Rawa?ac tured m.. petag ) waioh vas ﬂn pﬁulph articls of reveaus at that

time, anu- mtm taa-n th hulu wun and gomtinues to the
prossut, I

In en mt lt tlu ll.fo at ns,'-r" u.tuuy written by his

n in 1215 @ pest n!ﬂ.u wae. W-hlﬁuy' \dth Fieholas Howsll s@
mr. hrrmndiu' aress lh- umuu pestal stations such as Vewpar
ia 1827 and Tully Valley in 183, llm. these were dissontinved later end
mllnodvithnatapnﬂ'hdnum. This was later chamged to Rurad
Froo Dalivery with four mail rewtes, '

Turaing to dusiness, the uiﬂﬁ_sh& oime wpem Peter Ven Camon's mtt__-._ mild
of 1810 as the begimning ef the o._l,.i.--_.mm in Tully, Other firus s;mh
@8 the Johm Stretl Blackenith Shep, Johm Wright's O1d Relisble Drug Sters,
a11 evolved over the ysars wetil 1901 whem the Pirst Nstional Bamk wes ¢re
genised by Williem 1, Berle, b



Religions vital to villages and churches were established beginning with
the Methodist Bhureh in 1820, The Baptist Church was founded in 1825 and the
Catholic Church in 1892, This set up a religious standard bringing many
devote settlers to worship,

Tully Valley is one of the beauty spots of Central New York and from
this fertils valley comes an abundance of salt. This salt bed was discovered
in 1889. Solvay Process Co. bought the land amd a brine line was laid teo
their plant. The valley was dotted with derricks that have mew been replaced
with nortable salt drilling rigs that pump the brine. Selvay developed
"Tully Farms" on this land, consisting of good farms, moderm barms, houses,
and a club house, built and furnished by the company for the mem and their
families. They built a modern dairy bara and established one of the country's
first certified wmilk plantas, -‘

Prospering as a farm town, Tully now has a pepulation of 1535. Buildings
have besn erected and pecple trade readily with community workers realizing

the heritage of their town.



Religions were vital to villages and chreches



CHAPTER III

School Evolution from 1801-1929

The first school in the town of Tully was kept in Timothy Walker's barm
with Miss Ruth Thorop as teacher in 1801. During the year 1804, a leg
achoolhouse was built which was succeaded by a frame building in 1809, This.
was burned down fellewed by a red schoolhouse im 1832. This building, ae-
cording te the teown histeriam's records was repaired and enlarged im 1880
and used until 1900. In 1901 the first red brick schoolhouse was erected
and considerad the finest in Central New York, The building included a town
elsmentary division and a town highschool, The highschool divisien served
Tully snd it's rural areas, Students from farms whe couldn't provide their
own transportation boarded at mamy homes in the cosmunity en weekdays througpﬁ
out the school year. According te town records those students outside the
town limits were required teo pay tuition.l

Graemar schoel education was distributed across the system in cne room
rural schools. The number of schools which engulfed this area was found by
the researcher to be twenty-three, 2

The system including the town schools and the rural schools was formu-
lated and was aided administratively by the State of New York. The superin-
tendent of this particular area was Mr., M.E.Hinman. As a delegate of the

state, Mr, Himman visited the rural and town schools en the average of four

times each year, Other than these visits the individual schoels were

17rustee Boek for Schoel District #1, Tully, New York. Repert for
schoel year of 1918-1919, WHenry Haynes, trustee.

2See Appendix A - List of Districts,



governed by the residemts im sach particular rural district,.

Annually each scheol held a meeting usually on the first Monday in May,
These meetings served to delegate trustee power and allocate the use of funds
which included teachers salaries, These funds were collected in the form of
taxes from each family in the disirict. Depending on the amount in the ‘
treasury each ysar, the ressarch found by studying the trustee books that the
teacher received on the average cf twelve to twenty dollars during the years
1901 te 1929,

Another calling for a district meeting was the emsuing election of a
trustee. In erder to qualify for voting, & party had to be twenty-ome years
of age and be a land owner of at least one acre of land., Upen elesctiom a
trustee wculd appeint a teacher for his district from a list of applicants,
In an interview with Mies Cecelia Murphy the research found that she had '
applied for the oosition of teacher im the Tully Valley District im 1929
after teaching for five y=ars in the Markam Hollow and Tully Center Districts,
In the course of the interview Miss Murphy related that at the time of her
application a trustee election wae in the making and she was receiving com-
petition for the position ef school teacher., Miss Murphy explained that of
the prosposed trustees, Irving Sheridan would appeint her if elected. In
Grder to strenghhan his chances for electiomn Miss Murphy told the researcher
of her leasing of an acre of land from Ada 8, Scott and Herbert E, Daniels
for a veried of eight months. One month was during the election thus allew-
ing her to vote for Mr. Shsridan.3 ;

Upon being apmpointed school teacher for the Tully Valley District, Miss

Murphy explained that she had charge of approximately twelve to twenty

35ee Appendix C - Lease,



children ranging from first to sighth grades. The school house consisted of
cne classroom which was used for all lessons. Children were given written
work to compleste while the teacher instructed anctber small group level in
reading or arithmetic,

As a student at this rural school, Mrs. Reatrice Gleason told the
researcher, while being interviewed, of the drill and work cf the one room
gituation. The researcher feund during this interview, evidence of chiddren
in upper grodes aiding these in lower grades. Assignments were given and
children shifted from several parts c¢f the rcom to either cemplste assige-
mants or to be instructed by the toscher., Often times a fast learner might
find himself jeining a2 higher grade for certain subjects.

In dealing ﬁith subject matter, the researcher found that the state
jissued curriculums fer esch subject and grade level. The syllabus was
followed by all rural districts thus reassuring highschoel teachers that

each child had been expesed tc¢ similar content and instruction.



CHAPTER IV

New Formation from 1929-1943

From 1901-1929 the separate rural districts ran individually sending
their graduates to tha town high school.

On November 23, 1929 at 2:00 A.", the schoolhouse in town began to burn.
"Jithin a few nimtes the hoss company was on the premises, fighting desper-

1 Within a week orovisicns were

ataly but the building was a mass of flames."
made in several town buvildings to held classes until a new construction could
be planned,

The town began preparations to bulld a new schocl using as Lheir motto:
"Change calamity into opportunity."e As plans to build a new structure
evolved, so did Mr. Himnman's recsll of facts and materials concerning several
central schools that weras in operation, Mr. Hinman felt that the existing
gystems gave evidence to the success of the plan,

On January 30, 1930, a spacial meating was called to discuss and vote
on centralization. The researcher found that great interest was shown in
this issue when newspaper articles stated th:t the attendance at this meeting
numbered four hundred.

This meeting consisted of a call to vote on the centralization plan and
to olect a new Roard of Education. The resolution for centralization was
read by Mr, Hinman and a motion was made that it be adopted by ayges and no
vote,

Rach voter was called to pass before the appointed tellers to record his

or her vote. The resolution to centralize was carried by a majority of two

LJunior Oracle 1930 - Tully High School, Page 11,
21bid,



hundred and ninety-nine,

Befere the building was begun, final petitions were signed and sent to
Albany in Jaruary 1930, The order of the cormissioner of educaticn laying
out the centralized distrioct and its orranization was also finished in
January of 1930. The bond issue was voted on in March 28th and the building
was underway.

According to the 1930 Junior Oracle, the oreposed building was to be a
goacious structure of Georgian or Colonlal style. Directly behind the front
was tc oxtend a wing housing a modern gymnasivm with a spacious auditcorium.3

Tn ccunting the votes of the pecple from all the rural districts all
but four rural areas jcined the main building, No rural district was forced
te enter the main schecl building, The oprosition wasn't as much against
the principles behind centrnligation but rather against the taking of
families from rursl areas. Many cpposers preferred the small schools and
wanted the benefits cf the new plan without moving the teacher and children
into town. Tn desling with the materials provided by Mrs. Lena Hoag, town
historian, the researcher discovered that the four remaining districts were:
the Tully Farms District, Tully Valley District, the Vesper School and the
OCctagen Scheol, FEven though these schcols remained in existance, grades
seven and eight from all were encompassed in the new town construction. All
rural districts were ncw supsrvised by the central district. Zach remaining
district was glven the choice at the tire of centralization to either donate
the acquired ccllectors funds tc the new system or to spend the money on im-

proving the one roocm schoolhouse, The researcher found evidence of the Tully

Irbid, pge 12



Valley decision to employ the funds fer imorovement of the rural schoolhouao.h

Becsuse ¢f the new system of administration, rural schoolhouses benefited
from such extras as visits from music and art teachers from the main building
in the village, Teachers' salaries were regulated and set to graduste each
year, Tn reviewing Hiss Murphy's persenal records, the researcher found that
the yazr nrevious te centralization her salary was $950 ner year and upon
centralizaticn she received %1072 per year,

This =vstem of education continued to operate to the present day. The
four rural schools remained in nrogress until 1940 when the Tully Valley
students noved te the town building. In 1941 211 bHut the Tully Farms School
Jjoined the main strmeture. The lcene rural schocl was non-existent after
1942 wren its four pupils resided in a classrcom of the town school structure
with Roberta Shapely as their teacher. In the following year, the entire
cenftral school district eonsisted of grades Ykindergarten thru twelfth, em-

ploying twenty-four teachers,

boee Appendix D.



